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From Weltminiter, Fanuary 22. 


AViNGa Ticket given 
me to go to an Opera, 
that fome Genrlemen of 
London had drawn up 
for their own Diverfion 

in private, I went this Evening to 
fee the Entertainment, which gave 
me fo many fine Ideas, that they re- 
mained hxed upon my Mind with 
great Improvement. When I came 
home I] recollected as 1 lay in my 
Bed what my Memory was capable 
of retaining. Inthe Morring I {pent 
fome time to put Fragments in 
Order, and tranfcribe then: fair. I 
am furethey may ferve to remind 
nany People of abundance of Mat- 
ter, neceflary to be known. It is 
true the Relations are figurative Y t 
the Meaning is v« ry it itelligi ‘ible. 

that underflands the Motions of oa 


the 


Tides, or the way the Wind blows, 
cannot but eafily unriddle the My tte- 
rics, and {ce they point at “Mens de- 
praved Manners, and exprefs very 
naturally what Extremes the World 
has lately runinto, I only took the 
Heads of every Reprefentation, be- 
caufe long Stories are generally tire- 
fom, though fet off with the greateft 
Beauty of style and Language. Va- 
th and fhort turns of Fancy pleafe 
e Humour of the Times. 
The firft Interlude was Three 
Vi n. if 1S, The d fla, F ac cyntha and Alle 
relia, {eated upon a Rock in the 
mid{! of the Sea with a pair of Arti- 
ficial jlobes before them, turning 
round as the great World moves up- 
on its Axis. Every time Theodofia 
faw Europe ¢ come up, fhe drew with 
a Pencil one Line exaétly as it ap- 
pear'd in the Globe. Then fhe mea- 
fur'd by Compafs the extent of that 
Line ; as foon as fhe had done, Fa- 
3 Z, gntha 
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eyntha rofe up and took the Scroll 
out of her Hand and pointed out a 
City near the Head of the Line. 
After that Aurelia wrote on the fame 
Paper over the City thefe Words, 
Tumults Fire and Pcflilence. 

The Second Interlude reprefented 
a Man who does nothing all the day 
but banter, and cannot fpeak a Scn- 
tence withour the Afliftance of his 
beloved Irony, and fuflers no body 
to jelt fo much as once with him, 
although the Raillery arifes from 
Foreign Subjects, and is fupported 
by very fine Antiquities. 


The Third Interlude was three 


ftately Temples,one call'd the Tem- 

ple of Elizabeth, a Maid; another 

the Temple of Mary a Wife; and 

the laft the Nae of Anne a Wi- 
3 


dow. By the Infcriptions delineated 
in CharaGers of Gold, thefe Tem- 
ples were erected at the Charge of 
the Publick in the Countries where 
the high born Ladies had been edu- 
cated. The firft was built in the 
time of Peace, the fecond in the 
time of War, andthe third in the 
time of Famine. Two of the Tem. 

les were deftroyed by Fire and 
farthquakes. After this, the Prin- 
ceffes whofe Temples were demo- 
fith’'d madea Solemn Proceilion to 
the Temple that remained ftanding, 
to offer up their noble Sacrifices at 
the Altar. This piece of News made 
a great Impreflion upon the provo- 
ked Peoples Hearts, and they went 
in a Body to deftroy the laft Tem- 
ple, with the three Princeffes, but 
their mifchievous Defigns were hap- 
pily fruftrated by a band of Warri- 
eurs. 


The Fourth Interlude reprefented 
an Iiluftrious Queen jult entring up- 
on the Adminiftration of two King. 
doms, who declared as fhe afcended 
the Throne, That the Grandure of 
her Fortune fhould not change her 
Manners, and that whenever fhe 
was obliged to quit that bigh Poft, 
fhe fhould find in herfelf the fame 
Difpofition and Moderation which 
fhe had fhewn, when fhe took Pof- 
fetlion of the Imperial Palace. 

The Fitth Interlude was a. Coun- 
fellor of State writing Difpatches by 
the Rays of the Celeftial Lighr, 
which illuminated his Mind, and 
a Scene of his going into an Aflem- 
bly. where Charity, Joy, and the 
Love of Union reign’d ; as alfo ano- 
ther Scene reprefenting his Journey 
to the other World, to appear be- 
fore the three Judges, Memos, Rhada- 
manthus and AZacus, not to give an 
account of his Actions, bur to con- 
verfe with them. 

The Sixth Interlude fet forth an 
impotent Man lying on a Couch in 
the midft of a ond Library, con- 
fitting only of Books of War, Navi- 
gation and Aftronomy, frequently 
vilited by Heroes, Mariners and A- 
ftrologers, fome whereof worfhipped 
him for his Gravity ; others derided 
him for the ftrangenefs of his Fan- 
cies, With another Scene of a Philo- 
fopher forting the Folio’s from the 
OGtavo’s, with anintent to burn 
fuch Volumes which he thought to 
be of little value. 

The Seventh Interlude reprefented 
a Youth writing in a Field, and his 

Servants 
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Servants {porting at a diftance, an 
Oftrich ftoop'd down upon one of 
his Papers, and carried it away, and 
let it fall upon a Virgin’s Lap, who 
was then fitting in a Garden playing 
upon a Harp. She admir'd the fine- 
nefs of the Hand-writing, and the 
Condu& of that Oltrich, and orde- 
red that the Youth who had been 
robb'd of his Manufcript fhould be 
look’d for all over the Town. They 
found him, and brought him to her, 
and fhe married him. 

TheEighth Interlude was aVertu- 
ofo dedicating a Book to the Publick 
engraven upon Copper-P lates, ador- 
ned with feveral forts of Charaters, 
Cyphers, and excellent ftrokes, fer- 
ting forth very lively the Intrigues 
carried on by defigning Men drefs’d 
in Varicty of Difguifes ; Some in the 
Habit of Saints, others like innocent 
Shepherds ; fome as Tygers, and o- 
thers as furious Devils; with a Scene 
of a Perfon of Honour rewarding 
the cunning Device of the Autaor, 
by putting with his own Hands a 
Gold Chain, worth a thoufand 
Crowns, about his Neck, and giving 
him feveral forts of Titles in token 
of Honour. 





From St. James's, Fanuary 23, 


}Lattery is vey difagrecable to my 
Temper, and a Man that pra- 
Ctifes it muft ufe a little Cunning ; 
yet lam fometimes obliged out of 
Pity or Neceility to forbear telling 
People what is theirIntereft to avoid, 
and he that docs not follow this Rule 


in fome Converfation, is counted an 
Enemy to humane Society. It is not 
ufual z. me to vilit great Perfons ; 
but to Day I was obliged to deliver a 
Petition ie getting a Youth into the 
Charter-Houfe. Having obtained the 
Grant, I was admitted intothe Great 
Hali, and honour’d by one of the 
Servants with the fight of a Room 
full of Skeletons. AsI was behold- 
ing the Variety of Objedis, which I 
look’d upon to be very mean and 
trifling ; the Owner with fome other 
Company came into takean account 
of fume of the Curiofities kept in 
that Repofitory. I could not, with 
all my Sagacity forbear fmiling at 
the Value I obferved he put upon 
every inconfiderable Infect. How- 
ever, out of Ceremony I fhewed a 
feeming Satisfaction as to the man- 
ner of difleéting and preferving thofé 
little Carcafles, ae the excellent 
Order they were plac’d in. I found 
the Gentleman was full of Wonder. 
He look’d upon the very Horns of a 
Snail as a ftanding Miracle, and pre- 
ferr'd the Effigies of an Heathen 
Queen, far before the Pi@ture of a 
Chriftian Hero. Hetold me he be- 
lieved that a fearch into the moft 
minute and trivial Parts of the Cre- 
ation, was a Science fuitable to the 
more refined Body of Mankind: For 
(fays he) abundance is to be learned 
by fuch an Enquiry. I would have 
argued him out of his Notion, by 
naming other things that could not 
have their Being without the cticé& 
of a more wonderful Power,and that 
I thought the World ftill afforded 
more noble Fields of Speculation, 

than 
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than whatI had yct fpoke of; as 
that of the Azure Sky, and the in- 
numerable Bodies which move in 
that immenfe Space, with the Chan- 
ges of the Seafons, and the ebbing 
and flowing of the deep Ocean. To 
thefe Remonftrances he gave little 
Attention, I faw the whole Courfe 
of his Life was bent upon admiring 
the meer Refufe of the meaner part 
of the Creation. It is ftrange to con- 


fider there fhould be a Generation of 


Men who employ themfelves in ga- 
thering together the Stings of Ser- 
pents, the Skins of Leopards, and 
the Teeth of Tigers, with athou- 
fand other fuch inconfiderable Toys 
of Nature. This in my Opinton 
fhews an Imperfection fo vifible, that 
a Man of the narroweft Capacity 
cannot but difcern the Vanity of it. 





From Cheaplide, Fanuary 23. 


Tt is not be imagined with what 
{mall Expencefome Perfons main- 
tain their Wives while they live, and 
the great Charge they are at to bury 
them. There can be no other Re- 
fieétions made upon this kind of Va- 
nity, but that the Intent of fuch 
Men is cither to raife a decay’d For- 
tune, or procure Popular Applaufe. 
They are like Harpa/us, who was fo 
vainas to folemnize the Funeral Ob- 
fequies of his Fair One, with the 
molt exquifite Conforts intheWorld. 
Whatever was fine in Mufick, ei- 
ther Vocal or Inftrumental, contri- 
buted to it. Ite erected to her Me- 


mory two ftarely Monuments, one 
at Babylon, the other near Athens, 
and confecrated a Temple and a 
Grove to her Name; befides the 
Tomb he cauféd to be buile in ar- 
tica in the way to Elenfis, which ex- 
ceeded all that were near it. I was 
led into the Thought by viewing a 
Monument this Evening latelv ere- 
&ed in Memory of a Perfon mean! 
defcended. One would heve ima- 
gin’d the greateft Princefs in Europe 
had lain interr’d there. I am furpri- 
zed when I fee more State beftowed 
about the moulrer Relicks of a 
Yeoman’s Daughrcr, rhan in the an- 
cient Monuments which were to be 
feen in Greece, where the Afhes of 
the learned Athenians lay conceal’d. 
It’s true we may read of Monuments 
erected to Harlots, which have coft 
two Hundred Talents, but thofe 
were rarely to be heard of. only a- 
mong the proud Romans, Whillt I 
am upon this Subject. I canner but 
take Notice of a great piece of In- 
juftice doneto a deceafed Gentleman. 
His Intentions were not faithfully 
executed ; the whole Sum he ap- 
pointed for the beautifying of his 
Lady's Sepulchre was not laid out 
upon it. He who had the fupervi- 
fing of that Work, difgraced him. 
felf two ways; firft, in taking upon 
him the Direétion of a Model he did 
not underftand; and fecondly, in ap- 
propriating to himfelf part of the 
Money depofited with him, whereby 
we May experience, that the Dead 
are fometimes defrauded of their 
Dues as weil as the Living. 


THE 





